[Orphans in Brazzaville orphanages].
Children are orphaned everywhere, but their situation is particularly acute in developing countries. To assess the epidemiologic situation of orphans in Brazzaville and to identify the social and medical determinants of their placement in institutions. This exploratory cross-sectional study was conducted from March 3, 2003, through January 30, 2004 (11 months). Direct interviews based on a standardized questionnaire collected information from the orphans old enough to answer questions, their parental substitutes or guardians, and the orphanage directors. The evaluation of the conditions in the orphanages was based on observable, quantifiable indicators. ON THE WHOLE: We identified 12 orphanages and 162 children: 92 boys (56.8%) and 70 girls (43.2%). Their average age was 10.5 years +/- 3.5 (range: 3 months to 15 years). Overall, 38 (23.5%) had lost only their mother, 22 (13.6%) their father, and 102 (63%) both parents. The child was placed at the orphanage by the family in 97 cases (60%), the social services department in 50 cases (30.9%), and by the police or the Red Cross in 15 cases (9.3%). The reasons for placement were: lack of financial support (137 cases, 84.5%), other social reasons (8 cases, 4.9%), abandonment (3 cases, 2%) and unspecified causes (14 case, 8.6%). The principal causes of parents' deaths were: pregnancy and childbirth 73 cases (45%), war, 45 cases (28%), HIV infection, 26 cases (16%), malaria, 6 cases (4%), accidents, 8 cases (5%) and unknown, 4 cases (2.5%). Orphanages are one alternative for the survival of children without parents able to care for them. Attention to them, support of their activities, and improvement of the living conditions there are all important.